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A note from Jared

At Swiss Valley Fence, we don’t just build beautiful residential
fences, decks and pergolas. We add lasting value to our
customers’ homes.

Located in Sugarcreek, Ohio, we strive to bring our customers peace of mind through
superior materials, workmanship and service.

Whether you're looking for professionals to build your fence or deck, or you need
the materials to tackle the project yourself, we've got you covered. This guide contains
answers to common questions and that will help you achieve the results you're looking for.

If you're curious about the products we work with, or have
questions about your project, feel free to visit our showroom.

We have a variety of products on display, including our vinyl and aluminum
fences and railings, along with our composite decking.

Our office staff is available to guide you through our product line and answer any questions
you may have. We won't pressure you into buying, but we're there to help as needed.

If you're a weekend warrior and want to install the material yourself, we can get you
the supplies to ensure you have everything needed for your project. If you prefer to not
get your hands dirty, our professional crews can do the installation for you.

Stop by and see how Swiss Valley Fence can make your fence, railing,
or deck project a success.

P o

Jared Yoder, CEO
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Can I build my

own fence?

OR SHOULD I CALL A PRO?

Are you considering building your own fence?

Would a professional crew be a better call for your projecte

Here are a few things to think about when making this decision.

Project Design

If you're unsure which style of fence is right for you, a fence
professional can share their experience with fence location,
gate placement, height, and available colors. They will also
be knowledgeable of code requirements in your area.

Already know what you want? Call a professional to find
out availability of the product, gate sizes and styles, and
what gate hardware is DIY friendly.

Labor

Depending on your specific project, building a fence can
be hard work. Digging post holes and handling concrete
is the most vital part of the job. If you are not comfortable
with this process, it may be a good idea to call in the pros.

If you can spare the elbow grease and don’t mind a bit of
dirt, doing it yourself is a valid option. Professionals have
equipment to make the job easier and cleaner, so consider
purchasing or renting these tools for your project.

Time

Professional fence builders typically offer removal services if
you are replacing an existing fence. They would most likely
be able to remove and reinstall the fence on the same day
depending on the size of your job. Keep in mind, several
well-trained fence installers can complete in several hours

a project that might take a week or more for a DIY install.

Materials

Pay attention to the quality of material as they can vary
widely from a dedicated fence company to a box store.
Most professionals will stand behind their product and
provide service and repairs (storm, vehicle damage)
after install. Professional installers will also typically bring
materials to the the job site versus you having to handle
bagged concrete and fencing.



The right fence
for you

Choosing the right fence depends on several factors, such as your
personal preferences, the purpose of the fence, your budget, and
your local regulations. Here are some things to consider.

1 Determine your needs

There are several reasons that you might consider installing a fence:
privacy, security, keeping your animals or kids contained, establishing your
property lines, or simply decoration. Thinking through your needs both
today in the future will help you find the fence that works for you.

Set your budget

Fencing materials can vary quite a bit in cost from style to style. Knowing your
budget will allow you to narrow your options to products that fit your price
range. Chain link fence or a wood fence is the least expensive option. Vinyl
or aluminum fences will be more expensive depending on what style you
choose. Your fence location or the slope of your yard can also affect the price
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Compare materials

Wood fence is a popular choice for privacy or security, but it requires time and
effort to paint and stain to keep it looking great.

Chain link fence is a great budget-friendly fence to contain your dogs or kids,
but will not offer the privacy that a vinyl or wood fence will

Vinyl is an excellent choice for fencing materials, because it is low maintenance
and won't require painting or staining in the future. A simple washing will keep
your fence looking new for years to come. Vinyl is more expensive than wood
or chain link materials, but it offers many styles and colors.

Aluminum is a higher-end fence, which means it tends to be the most expensive.
It is maintenance free and will not rust or corrode over time. This fence is a great
option to keep your pets or kids in while keeping others out.

4 Check HOA rules, codes, and property lines

Make sure you check with your Homeowners Association or township
officials to see if you have any restrictions on what type of fence you can
have installed. Also you might need to obtain a permit depending on your
location. Lastly, know where your property lines are and if needed get it
surveyed if the fence will be installed close to your property line.

Hire the right professional

Installing a fence is hard work. If you don’t have the right tools or skills, you will
become frustrated. If you do hire someone, make sure they specialize in installing
the fence of your choice.




Vinyl vs.
aluminum fences

If you're in the market for a new fence, vinyl and aluminum are
two excellent materials to consider. Both options offer benefits
such as resistance to rot, insects, and low maintenance.
However, there are some key differences to keep in mind.
Here’s how these two popular materials stack up.

Appearance:

Both vinyl and aluminum are available
in a variety of standard colors.
However, aluminum offers a wider
selection and can be custom powder
coated to match any home design.
Aluminum has smaller rails and
therefore is less obstructive to your view,
creating more of an open look.

Durability:

While both vinyl and aluminum are
resistant to rot and insects, prolonged
UV exposure will result in more
weathering in vinyl products, making
them more susceptible to cracking
and splitting. Quality powder coated
aluminum will not rust, corrode, crack
or split.

Maintenance:

Vinyl and aluminum require less
maintenance than wood. Quality
powder coated aluminum will only
need to be cleaned once or twice a
year to keep it looking like new. Vinyl
may need to be cleaned every 3-4
months to maintain its appearance.



Mistakes to avoid

when building
a fence

1 Know what's below

When doing any digging on any project, always check for underground utilities that you might
hit. You are required by law to contact a utility marking company (811) before you start any
digging project. However, they will only mark the PUBLIC utilities that are in the specified area.
Any private lines, which include power lines and gas lines after your meter, downspouts, wells,
sprinkler lines, septic lines, etc., will not be marked. Identifying underground utility areas before
digging can save you time, frustration, and money during the install.

The right hole depth

The depth of your hole varies on how deep your frost level is and what type of fence your
building. If your post will be used to hang a gate on you will want to go deeper to add
strength to your post. Always be sure to dig beneath the frost level to avoid having your post
move during the winter. Most fence post holes are 9-12 inches in width unless you are setting
a larger post. The width should be 2-3 times larger than your post.

CONTINUE ON NEXT PAGE —
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Cleaning out the hole.

Always be sure to clean out your excess dirt when digging a hole. You want your post to sit on
a solid base of undisturbed earth so it doesn't sink down before your concrete hardens. Also
an important step that is often missed is the belling out of the bottom of the hole. Belling out
the bottom is having the bottom of the hole larger than the top. Sure it is more work but it will
benefit you down the road. This will prevent the post from heaving or leaning at any point in
the future.

1 Concrete.
In order to get as much life out of your fence as possible be sure to set the correct

foundation for your posts. The last step would be adding concrete around your post.
After you have your post in the proper spot, add your concrete. Most dry mix concrete
you can pour in dry or if your not tired yet, you can wet mix the concrete. If pouring
dry, be sure to not put too much stress on your posts until the concrete hardens. The top
of your concrete should be 6-8 inches down from ground level, so you can add dirt
and have clean/completed look after the fence is installed. Concrete & additional dirt
needs to be tamped as it is added, to provide solid structure.




4 things to do

before you install

a fence

Building a fence requires careful planning and preparation to ensure
that you get the most out of your investment. Before you set the first
post, there are a few important things you need to consider.

Confirm property lines

Depending on property location, permits, inspections and
easements can be something to consider. Every city and
township will have different regulations, so it's important to
be informed on what's required when installing fences.

Certain Homeowner Associations will also have
regulations on where fences can be installed and what
type of material is permitted.

Locate underground
utilities

Invariably, there will be important things buried underground.
It's important to know where all of those things are. The fence
contractor will always schedule a public utilities location
service. Public utilities will include electric, cable, phone,
water, sewer and gas lines. It is the homeowner's responsibility
to know the location of downspout drains, propane lines and
secondary water and electric lines.

Check local building req's

Depending on property location, permits, inspections and
easements can be something to consider. Every city and
township will have different regulations, so it's important to
be informed on what's required when installing fences.

Certain Homeowner Associations will also have
regulations on where fences can be installed and
what type of material is permitted.

Inspect landscaping

Another thing to consider is whether there are any trees
or brush that may need to be removed or trimmed before
installing the fence. Larger trees sometimes create some
issues when digging around them, since the root system
is larger.

READY TO GET STARTED?
CONTACT SWISS VALLEY FENCE TODAY.



Steps to a perfectly

straight fence

1 Gather your tools

To begin setting your posts, you will need a level, tape measure
and a tamping bar.

Organize your materials

Put the correct post in the holes and your concrete beside the hole.
When you have all your materials ready it is time to set the posts.

3 String a line
To set a post, run a string along where you want the fence. The

string will help you keep your fence in line while setting posts.

Set the first post

The first post you will set is the end post where your fence starts.
Stand on the side of the post that the string is on. You will then
want to plumb the post to the left and right then front to back. You
want the post to be just touching the string so move your post to
where it is plumb and just touches the string. You are then ready
for your concrete.
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Add concrete

Pour your concrete in the hole and try not to move the post as
you do so. You only want to fill your hole about 3/4 of the
way full. Once the concrete is in the hole, use your tamping
bar to tamp the concrete all around the post. When that is
completed fill the rest of the hole with dirt. Tamp the dirt all the
way around the post. This will solidify your post and keep it
plumb until your concrete hardens.

Setting the next post

The next post will have to be set at the correct distance for the
length of your fence sections. Place the post in the hole, ensure it is
plumb from left and right, and measure from the first post to ensure
the distance is correct. Now repeat the process from step 4 to
ensure your post is plumb to the string line and add concrete.

7 Setting the remaining posts

Use the same method on every post until you have all your posts
set. You will want to make sure to plumb the post to the string
every time to keep your fence in a nice straight line.
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Now you know what you need

S0, let's get
to work.

2411 State Route 39
Sugarcreek, Ohio 44681

330.852.4460

SwissvValleyFence.com
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